THE   TIMES   HISTORY   OF   THE   WAR.
487
hulls into a ward fop wounded soldiers and to give up additional rooms for nurses and doctors. This offer would probably have been accepted if tho first Eastern Baso Hospital had not boon built, in Cambridge, At tho same timo tho Hidtfwick Dining Hall was fitted us a temporary hospital ward and placed at the- disposal of the local Rod Cross Society, which immediately organised a stories of demonstrations in nursing, which were largely attended by tho women residents in Cambridge* As ut Oxford, when term commenced again the women students throw themselves wholeheartedly into lectures and demonstrations in First Aid and Nursing. Together with members of the college staff who belonged to a Voluntary Aid Detachment., tho .students helped at. the. base hospital and also assisted in organising a large* convalescent bonus to which Belgian soldiers worn drafted to relievo pressure on tho hospital.
Tho problem of .Belgium and hor refugees wiw also faced in tho early days of tho war at Cambridge. About twenty professors and their families awl about 130 students from the* University of Louvain wore, received by tho University, and tho staff at Nownliam College wade thomse,lve.H responsible for much of the xiiheossary organisation. Tho Borough Com-
mittee at Cambridge also opened its doors to a large number of Belgian refugees, and the students, glad to be of use, helped in every way and made one particular family their care, providing them with house and board for the term of the war. Belgian women students were also reooived into tho college.
At Oirton the college gave free residence and teaching to three Belgian women students and lent an aero of garden for demonstration of Belgian intensive culture under a Belgian lecturer, paying the rent also of the Belgian family who worked on this land. In the winter they knitted very diligently for the Army, and subscribed and gave concerts for Belgian and other funds. The staff took part with tho students in all these things and worked also at Red Cross and hospital work in Cambridge. In the long vacation the students scattered in all directions, but the traditions of work were maintained in such different ways as the making of shells and darning for hospitals.
Besides the work that was done individually by these famous women's colleges, Girton and Newnham combined together to raise the funds necessary to equip a hospital unit to be sent out by the Committee of tmo Scottish Women's
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